An integrative framework for health-related research.
Research on the manifold aspects of health and health-care delivery, economics and administration has expanded rapidly in recent years and now engages a number of disciplines. The array of theories, methods, and analytical strategies derived from such diverse sources frequently impedes effective communication between investigators and sometimes renders it impossible. We propose a conceptual framework that encompasses all health-related research and demonstrates the relationships and interfaces between the various disciplines involved. The framework emerges from a classification of health-related research into studies of health states or health interventions followed by consideration of the level of analysis (e.g. cell, individual, community) employed and the purpose of each study (development, description, explanation, or evaluation).